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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147-262.248.3673-www.cityoflakgeneva.gov 

 
  

 Avian Committee Agenda 
Tuesday, March 10, 2026 - 6:00 PM  

Lake Geneva City Hall; Conference Room 2A (2nd Floor) 
 

Members: 
President: Sarah McConnell 

Beverly Leonard, Jill Rodriguez, Karen Gallo, Victoria Ross, Kelley Happ, and Alderperson JaNelle Powers 
 

  
 1.  Call to Order 
      
 2.  Roll Call 
      
 3.  Approval of the minutes from February 10, 2026 
      
 4.  Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, limited to items on this agenda 
      
 5.  Review Financial Reports 
      
 6.  Policy & Ordinance Initiatives 
      
 a.  Discussion/Recommendation regarding Exterior Lighting Standards/Dark Sky Ordinance 
      
 b.  Climate Related Topics 
      
 7.  Annual Events and Applications 
      
 a.  Swift Night Out 
      
 b.  Bird City Application 
      
 c.  World Migratory Bird Day 
      
 8.  Projects and Partnerships 
      
 a.  Hotel Birding Backpacks 
      
 b.  Purple Martin/Kestrel Houses 
      
 c.  Native Plant Grant Project 
      
 9.  Adjournment 
      
 

A quorum of the Council may be present; however, no official Council action will be taken. 
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the City Clerk’s office in advance 

so that the appropriate accommodations can be made. 
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City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee Minutes  
February 10, 2026  6 p.m. 
Lake Geneva City Hall; Conference Room 2A 
 
Members: President – Sarah McConnell, Secretary – Kelley Happ, Jill Rodriguez, Beverly Leonard, Karen 
Gallo, Victoria Ross and Alderperson JaNelle Powers 
 
1.  Call to Order:  6:00 p.m. by Sarah McConnell 
 
2. Roll Call.  The following members were present:  Sarah McConnell, Kelley Happ, Karen Gallo, 
Victoria Ross and Alderperson JaNelle Powers.   Jill Rodriguez and Beverly Leonard were excused.  
Others present:  David Winger; Betty Volquardsen and Peg Esposito from Friends of Hillmoor 
 
3. Approval of minutes from January 6, 2026 
Motion: Happ moved to amend the minutes to correct the date of the past minutes from January 26 to 
January 6. Seconded by Ross.   
Voice Vote: Amended minutes approved by voice vote 
 
4. Comments from the Public:  Esposito reported that the chimney formerly used by Chimney Swifts at 
Jaynes may have been capped.  She has not been able to reach the management. Volquardsen asked about 
swifts, and if there is advance notice that they are returning.  (Yes, their movement is tracked). She reported 
that she is working on a grant for furniture for the location near our proposed Bird city plant grant. If the 
grant is approved, they will show plans to Winger to coordinate esthetics.  
 
5.  Financial Report: 
Ross reported that we did not yet receive a report.  
McConnell requested a motion to approve a half payment to our landscape contractor, who asked for an 
advance to get started.  Winger stated the city does not do half payments; that he would have to send us an 
invoice, not a proposal.  Winger will call the contractor to work out the details.  Esposito commented that 
Friends of Hillmoor will front the initial payment.  Avian will then requisition funds to pay the other half 
 
6.  Policy and Ordinance Initiatives: 
     a. Exterior Lighting Standards/Dark Sky Ordinance.  Ross reported that we are moving forward with 
the Dark Sky Ordinance proposal, but not fast.  Lighting standards is set by zones: Renee Hanlon, head of 
Building and Zoning Department suggested it would be better to go by land use. Adam McCulloch agreed to 
help us with the wording.  
Motion: Ross made a motion to move the City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee donate $50.00 to Geneva 
Lakes Astrophysics and Steam Inc (GLAS) in recognition of Adam McCulloch’s enormous support, research 
and efforts in drafting revisions to the City’s Sec. 98-707 Exterior Lighting Standards.  Second by Happ 
Voice Vote:  passed unanimously. 
     b:  Climate Related Topics. No discussion at this time 
 
7.  Annual Events and Applications: 
     a.  Swift Night Out:   McConnell confirmed the new September 10 with Schlitz Audubon.  Gallo 
confirmed the May 12 date with the Museum. Happ will ask Carol Elkins from the Geneva Lake 
Conservancy to speak on natural plantings for ecology and migration.  McCulloch will speak on Dark Skies. 
The focus for both speakers will be on migration.   
Winger will check with the city to see if the tuckpointing project for the Museum’s chimney will be 
complete before September.   He reported that the Water department chimney was capped with cement. No 
further information about St. Francis’s chimney cap status was available. 
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     b.  Bird City Application:  Ross reported that the updated Bird City application is available on the web. 
She inquired about the Bird City decals that used to be sold in City Hall -no one currently on staff at the city 
know about the decals.  Otherwise, she has all the information she needs to update.  The due date for the 
application is March 10.  Winger will submit the application from the city. McConnell thanked Winger for 
getting the Resolution read at the City Council and uploaded onto the application. 
    c.  World Migratory Bird Day:  Confirmed aTuesday@2 talk at the Museum at 2 pm on May 12.  Our 
goal is to educate the public about bird migration, with topics including plantings and dark skies that help 
birds on their journey.  
 
8.  Projects and Partnerships: 
     A.  Hotel Birding Backpacks:  Fairfield Inn is very happy to participate in the program 
     B. Purple Martin/Kestrel houses:  Lakeland Audubon donated a Kestrel Box to the Avian Committee 
for a selected spot at Hillmoor. If we make a list of supplies needed to build a post for the box, Winger said 
the city will purchase the materials with Avian funds and put it up.  McConnell and Happ will get the specs 
and location. 
McConnell and Gallo were contacted by a birding enthusiast from Delavan Lake for help with the placement 
of Purple Martin Houses there. This information could be included as part of our outreach on next year’s 
Bird City application.  The impact of our birding outreach was also reported – we had 612 people 18 years of 
age or older on our site and 210 younger than 18.  We also had many inquiries from our Martin house sites  
     C.  Native Plant Grant Project:  Volquardsen (Friends of Hillmoor) had reported contact with White 
Pelican Farm regarding plants that might be available through the grant, and suggested adding red twig 
dogwood to the list.  DOT will be rebuilding the culvert under Route 50 for the construction project.  They 
will meet in March to determine how much land will be needed and how many trees along Route 50 will be 
removed. The bridge at the project site is needs serious repair – it is an issue for the city, and Winger reports 
it is on his radar.  
Motion: McConnell requested $100 for the purchase of 12 42-inch stakes for barrier fencing to be erected 
around the project site to keep visitors from walking on the newly restored area.  Second by Ross. 
Voice Vote:  Motion carried 
Happ will contact the GLC about their plant sale   
 
9. Adjournment:     
Motion to adjourn by Ross, seconded by McConnell 
Voice vote carried at 6:50  p.m. 
 
 
Next Meeting Date and Time 
The next Avian meeting will be held on Tuesday March 10 at 6 pm in Conference Room 2 A. 
   
 
Respectfully submitted 
Kelley Happ 
Secretary, Avian Committee 
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CITY OF LAKE GENEVA Finance Worksheet - Budget vs. Actual - Avian Committee Page:     1

Period: 02/26 Mar 05, 2026  09:44AM

2026-26 2026-26 Variance % of 

Period Current year Current year Current year Budget

Account Number Account Title Actual Actual Budget

GENERAL FUND

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

11-70-00-47300 AVIAN DONATIONS .00 .00 250.00 250.00 .00

          Total MISCELLANEOUS: .00 .00 250.00 250.00 .00

MISCELLANEOUS

11-70-00-57800 AVIAN COMMITTEE EXPENSES 50.00 540.00 3,500.00 2,960.00 15.43

          Total MISCELLANEOUS: 50.00 540.00 3,500.00 2,960.00 15.43

          Net Total GENERAL FUND: 50.00- 540.00- 3,250.00- 2,710.00- 16.62

Net Grand Totals: 50.00- 540.00- 3,250.00- 2,710.00- 16.62

Page 4 of 13



Page 5 of 13



Page 6 of 13



Page 7 of 13



Page 8 of 13



Page 9 of 13



Page 10 of 13



Page 11 of 13



Page 12 of 13



Page 13 of 13


	 Agenda
	1. Call to Order
	2. Roll Call
	3. Approval of the minutes from February 10, 2026
	Avian Minutes  Feb 2026

	4. Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, lim
	5. Review Financial Reports
	Avian Budget Vs Actual 2026 February

	6. Policy & Ordinance Initiatives
	a. Discussion/Recommendation regarding Exterior Light
	Final Sec 98-707 Revision

	b. Climate Related Topics

	7. Annual Events and Applications
	a. Swift Night Out
	b. Bird City Application
	c. World Migratory Bird Day

	8. Projects and Partnerships
	a. Hotel Birding Backpacks
	b. Purple Martin/Kestrel Houses
	c. Native Plant Grant Project

	9. Adjournment




