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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.gov 
 

CITY OF LAKE GENEVA HILLMOOR AD HOC COMMITTEE 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2024 - 4:00 PM 

LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; POLICE TRAINING ROOM (UPPER LEVEL) 
 

Members: 
Mayor Charlene Klein, Deborah Beagle, David Quickel, Skip Atwell, Henry Sibbing, Adam St. Marie, Cherie Borowicz, 

Michael Krajovic, Fred Gahl, Celine Lillie, Karen Yancey, Paula Porbucan, Lawrie Weed, Norine Smyth, and Peggy Schneider 
  

 
AGENDA 

 
 1.  Call to Order 
      
 2.  Roll Call 
      
 3.  Approval of the Hillmoor Ad Hoc Committee minutes from February 1, 2024 
      
 4.  Report from Friends of Hillmoor- Betty V 
      
 5.  Sub Group Presentation/Possible Recommendation: Dog Park-Paula Porubcan 
      
 6.  Sub Group Presentation/Possible Recommendation: Disc Golf Course-Paula Porubcan 
      
 7.  Knowles Nelson grant update-Paula Porubcan 
      
 8.  Sub Group Presenation: Organic Golf-Hank Sibbing & Fred Gahl 
      
 9.  Next Meeting: Thursday, February 29, 2024 (Playgrounds, etc Sub Group) 
      
 10.  Adjournment 
      
 

This is a meeting of the Hillmoor Ad Hoc Committee. 
No official City Council action will be taken; however, a quorum of the Council may be present. 
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1. Call to Order 4:03pm

2. Attendance:
Present

- Mayor Klein
- Dave Quickel
- Skip Atwell
- Adam St.Marie
- Michael Krajovic
- Fred Gahl
- Celine Lillie
- Paula Porubcan
- Lawrie Week
- Betty Volquarstden
- Peggy Schneider

Excused
- Henry Sibbing
- Cherie Borowiec

Absent
- Karen Yancey
- Deborah Beagle

3. Approval of Minutes:

4. Minutes approved

5. Introduction of new Parks Superintendent

6. Presentation - Habitat Restoration - Hike Bike, Ski Trails Paula P. Betty V.
- See attached Presentation
- Presents a Zone 6 to be considered where the hill is steep and wooded up against

residences.
- Michael K: Zone 3 where it borders 4 and 5 does need to be determined since the

google map image is not accurate in its vegetation reflection.
- Makes a Motion to: Adopt “ABC’s” natural land Use ones, now amended to include 6

zones, as part of the Preliminary Conceptual Plan.
- Fred: Seconds the motion
- Michael K: Would you be open to just extending zone 3 and absorbing zone 6

into it since it’s kind of the same as zone 3?
- Paula: Yes that makes sense
- Roll Call Vote: Passes, All present in favor.
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- Motion by Betty V. to Share the Natural Land Use Zone information with the City Council
(map and appropriate uses).

- Celine Seconded
- Roll Call Vote: Passes, All present in favor.
- Comments made on Trails and Bridges.
- Celine: Who decides what beautiful is?
- Betty: I know we talked about standards of beauty but we haven’t talked more about

that.
- Celine: I just want to make a comment, I saw a lot of mention about the AdHoc

committee coming up with a Master Plan. From my view I thought we are giving the City
Council options. Cause I think our job is not to come up with a master plan but to come
up with ideas and perhaps make a first recommendation and second recommendation
and then City Council takes it all to make a decision.

- Paula: I would say a lot of this is putting the cart before the horse, examples on how do
we address these steep slopes? But on the other hand the conservancy grant is 95%
done. Do we want to try to use it to get something that we want to have done? But what
would happen is that Karen would have to take that back to her board. My understanding
is that her board is very interested in getting trails through zones 1,2 and 3. I don’t want
to misrepresent them but my understanding is that they might not be interested in being
partners in getting a landscape designer.

- Mayor: Should we get the grant the money will come to the City.
- Michael K: This is our first time to comment on the Grant Application. I would hope the

GLC would stay involved.
- Dave Q: So if we get the grant we have to go through these plans?
- Mayor: I will point out we may have another source of funding for that.
- Dave Q: This was one of the number one things the community wants done so maybe

we got to just do it if we get the money.
- Betty: To piggyback on that. We have to think about what we really need is a 0-5 and

5-10 year plan because it’s going to take us 5 years to clear out the invasives. Midwest
said that it can take 3 years for a prairie to grow. If in the first few years we give people
access to see what the place is then we can develop the Master Plan and let the
community be a part of that.

- Paula: In talking to Sarah about this grant you have two years to spend it. She said they
often get people who are requesting extensions if research comes up that is legitimately
worth considering.

- Lawrie: First of all, great job to you and your committee on this great presentation. I do
have a question. I need clarification, have we submitted an application for this grant?

- Paula: We still have to submit an application for the Knowles Nelson Grant.
- Lawrie: I want to point out that the GLC has decided not to proceed with further work and

advocacy regarding the Hillmoor at this time. How is this going to be addressed?
- Paula: My understanding is that Karen was given the go ahead to work with us to make

revisions to the trail layout. Then they will resubmit on behalf of the City.
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- Michael K: How would you decide where the trails could connect so we can score higher
on the Knowles Nelson? Also, the trail design isn’t carved in stone, we need a trail
designer to plan this and tweak it.

- Paula: That’s my understanding.
- Betty: We or the City needs to hire someone to do the Master Plan on the land.
- Michael K: If the City was given the Grant would Sam be involved in administering the

money?
- Fred: This Land and Water Restoration Fund, I see no reason for not applying for that

across the board.
- Michael K: The timing of the bridge and how it relates to the trails is a huge question

mark and could be financially beneficial to the City.
- Mayor: I just wanted to mention one thing for those of you in the audience, this packet is

all online in the meeting packet.
- Paual: I guess I see this as we need to get something on paper that isn’t too onerous so

that a landscape designer can feel comfortable making recommendations and their plan.
- Fred: It’s my understanding that the most helpful we can be would be to come to the City

Council with the Master Planner and ask for funding to implement “this” plan.
- Paual: So should I go to Karen and tell her that this is good?
- Dave Q: I feel like we should use some money to fix the frontage on Hwy 50
- Betty: Do we agree that we want a hwy 50 connection?
- Celine: Do we need a motion to charge this new group with these revisions?
- Paula: We will report back to the committee.
- Adam: Ultimately I feel like I would want to not commit the City to spending money on

trails in the wetlands of Hillmoor until we spend money on playgrounds.

- Mayor: I’m not sure we are going to have an April 1st meeting.

7. Review of Project Planning Process: Mike K.
- Celine: I have a question, can you explain to me your thoughts on where you think the

AdHoc committee ends its job? Are we involved to the very end? I thought we were
involved to a certain point where we hand it off?

- Michael K: The initial charge for the City was essentially to thoughtfully consider
concepts and make recommendations.

- Mayor: We will be renewing this again on Feb. 12 with the Council. Eventually if we get
to a certain point it will have to be a different type of committee governed by an
ordinance. I’m hoping that in the next six months we can be pretty close to that point.

- Fred: It’s my understanding that we have been tasked with gathering that information
and go to City Council with a Master Planner and here are the concepts we have. The
City Council doesn’t want to have to deal with all this. Anything over $1 million needs to
go to referendum anyway.

- Mayor: It may be helpful for the City Council members to hear this on .Feb 12, 2024
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8. Discussion of public communications - COW, social media, newspaper, etc. Fred G.
- There are a lot of people asking for more information on what we are doing here.
- I think people should be able to get copies of these presentations. I think we should over

provide because it’s the impression that we are not.
- I was thinking of asking Dennis if he could write a recap article about what we are doing.

I think we need to try to find ways to make our process more transparent.
- Peggy: I think the more that’s available online makes it easier. I think for the newspaper

you have to have a subscription. So if it could go through the City. If we can publish the
link on the City website or how to type it in on your own computer.

- Paula: Can we do a nice “Hillmoor” button on the website so people don’t have to go
searching.

- Michael K: Perhaps we make a schedule every 2 months to present what we are up to at
Committee of the Whole. Even presenting it in front of the COW.

- Paula: Perhaps we can get someone to volunteer to do a facebook live video recap of
our meetings.

- Mayor: Here’s the issue we have sometime when we talk to people I say, well there was
an article. We have some council members who are here and some who have never
been here and say they don’t know what’s going on. So many people don’t know what
we are doing because they don’t check in on what we are doing.

- Fred: I think we are tasked with keeping the people informed. It’s embarrassing and
shameful to hear these people criticizing our committee who is working so hard. I think
all the aldermen should get a copy of these reports.

- Mayor: With your permission I will print out all the power points and give them to the
council. I will get that to the COW on Monday.

- Paula: This is so important. We have to start with the City Council. They have to be able
to make good decisions. I think we start with the ABC presentation.

- Fred: I think it’s also very important for them to realize this is far more complex and far
reaching than they can imagine.

- Dave Q: I think that’s the most important thing you’ve said in a long time.

9. Next Meeting Date and Time: Thursday, February 15, 2024 4:00pm

- Michael K: Motion to adjourn the meeting
- Fred G: Seconds
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White River Dog Park

Dog Park
2 ac Disc Golf 

Course
~ 30 ac
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White River Dog Park
Facilities
2 acres, fenced
6 ft high chain link fence, double entry
Water (drinking fountain and spigot)
Benches
Shade/shelter with picnic table
Garbage cans
2 ”doggie bag” dispensers
Parking

Anecdotal Comments

One of the best dog parks in the area
Rated 4.5/5.0 on BringFido.com
Doggie bag dispensers always full
High quality doggie bags
Well maintained
High use times: before and after work (3:30-6p 
busiest)
10-20 dogs (and owners) during peak times

Suggestions

Different turf that can better withstand traffic 
(i.e., less mud)
A second shelter for shade
Open existing bathroom facility
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Dog Park
2 ac Disc Golf 

Course
~ 30 ac

White River Disc Golf Course
18-hole, ~ 30 acres, Built 2013 

Donors:
Humphreys Contracting
Cherrer Construction
Gilbank Construction
Down-to-Earth Contractors
Otto Jacobs
D.B. Event Signage
Lake Geneva Utility Comm.
Jaycees of Lake Geneva

Hole Sponsors:
15 local businesses
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18 Baskets
18 Alternate Basket Locations
36 Cement Tee Pads 
      (short and long)
36 Signs (one at each Tee Pad)
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Professional Disc Golf Association: 1976
(277,000 professional members/130,000 active pros)
Top pros bring in 7 digit incomes (endorsements and 
tournament winnings)

Courses (2022): 90% free; 10% pay-to-play ($5/round)
10,051 in US (another 5,000 across 81 countries)
436 in Wisconsin (with 167 leagues)
Wisconsin ranked 10th in US for active players/courses

All Players (pro, am, recreational), per UDisc App (2022):
1.2 million golfers used the app in US
1,958 rounds logged for White River Lake Geneva Course

Demographics (2022):
~ 15% female; ~ 9% racial minorities
~30% 15-26 years old; 
~38% 27-35 years old; 
~28% 36-63 years old; 
~4% younger or older
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Nearby Disc Golf Courses
- Grand Geneva ($5/round)
- Conference Point, Williams Bay
- Duck Pond, Fontana
- Abby Resort, Fontana
- Phoenix, Delavan School for the Deaf
- Delavan-Darien High School
- Sliver Lake (3 courses)
- Wheatland Central School, New Munster
- Alpine Valley ($5/round)
- East Troy Middle School
- Mukwonago (3 courses)
- Lakeview Elementary
- Janesville (2 courses)
- Milton (2 courses)
- Ft. Atkinson (2 courses)
- Kenosha (3 courses)
- Milwaukee (10 courses, 
     some are pay to play, $5)

Costs

New course: $25K (up to 
$100K with top professional 
designer, new landscaping)

Basket: $250
Cement Tee Pad: $200
Signs: ??
Alternate Basket Pin 
Mechanism: $50 each

100K/year to mow Zone 1/ 
multi-use park (per Public 
Works estimate)

Funding:
Local Business Sponsors
Local Club Volunteers
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Disc Golf Courses: Benefits
- All ages, genders, abilities (most users are 

20-40 yr old males)
 
- Inexpensive equipment needed, and most 

are Free to play

- Low maintenance

- Minimal environmental footprint

- Multi-use within larger city park setting

White River Disc Golf Course
- 40 league players
- 300 followers on Facebook page
- 100 players for tournaments
- ~2,000 rounds logged in 2022 on UDisc (probably 4,000 actually 

played)

- Strong investment/involvement from local club members 
     (White River Rippers)
 -    Support from local businesses (e.g., Next Door Pub, Bittner’s)
-     Can be redesigned and/or moved to different location on Hillmoor

Current Course Needs
- 2-3 baskets need repair/replacement ($250 each)
- Most alternative basket/pin locations have been destroyed by
     city mowing equipment, need replacement ($50 each)

- Bridge repairs
- Picnic tables/benches/trash cans
-    Open the bathroom facilities by Tennis Courts
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Existing Conditions/Opportunities

Existing Bridge: Good Shape, ADA compliant

Bridge to Be Replaced by City (currently cement foot bridge)

Cement Foot Bridge, Needs Repair, not ADA compliant

Wooden Foot Bridge, Needs Repair, not ADA compliant

Existing Paved Cart Path, ADA compliant

Entrance Road off Hwy 50, ADA compliant

Gravel Access Road to Pumphouse 

9
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Bridge #1 (New)

Bridge #2 (to be replaced by City?)
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Bridge #3 (closed, unusable)

Bridge #4 (closed, unusable)
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Bridge #5 (cement foot bridge)
Page 17 of 70



Existing Cart Paths: 
Zone 1

13
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Existing Cart 
Paths: 
Zones 4 and 5

14
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Existing Cart Paths: Zones 4 and 5
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Suggested Motions:

1.Include Dog Park Facility in Preliminary Conceptual Plan 

2.Include Disc Golf Course in Preliminary Conceptual Plan
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HILLMOOR

PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Fred Gahl, Hank Sibbing and 
Paula Porubcan
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Beautiful in all seasons
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Even in Winter
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THE FOUNDERS MISSION

The original members had no plan to make 
Hillmoor a money-making entity.

Their aim was to create an attraction to Lake 
Geneva as a summer Resort and to give the 
local residents an affordable place to play golf

1925 fees were $1 on Weekdays, $2 on Saturday, 
Sunday and Holidays, with a special discount 
for teachers
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Gill Design May 7, 2023
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HILLMOOR
• History

• The Hillmoor Golf Club is a piece of golfing history that deserves to be resurrected. The 
Hillmoor 10 restoration would recognize and honor the important contributions of its 
architect, James (Jim) Foulis, Jr. Mr. Foulis learned the game of golf from Old Tom Morris 

on the Old Course in St. Andrews, Scotland and was brought over to the United States by 
C.B. McDonald to be the first professional at the Chicago Golf Club, the first 18-hole golf 
course in the nation. In 1896, Mr. Foulis became the 2nd winner of the U.S. Open golf 
championship.

• Both James and his brother Robert were golf course architects as well as inventors and 

innovators. They patented the design of a golf club and developed the cup and flag system 
used on every green today. Hillmoor is one of only 15 golf courses designed by James 
Foulis. His designs include Nippersink, the former Burlington Country Club and Milwaukee 
Country Club. We are uncertain how many of his golf courses are still in existence.

• The Hillmoor 10 restoration would return Hillmoor Golf Club to its glory days and 
illustrious past. It’s a true tribute for Lake Geneva to be home to a Foulis golf course.

•

• Future

• Simply stated, the Foulis-designed golf course is complete with greens, tees, bunkers, 

rough and cart paths. It’s just hidden under years of natural vegetative succession. 
Restoration of the golf course would involve removing the undesirable vegetation and re-
grassing the playing areas. To have the course play as it would have when first designed, a 

green-and-tee only irrigation system would be added. Fairways and roughs would take on 
the natural seasonal characteristics which golf courses of that era offered.
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Let’s change the game – the next 100 years
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Testimonial from Dr. Nick Veith

• I moved to Lake Geneva in 1973 to start the first surgical eye 

practice in Walworth County. The beautiful Hillmoor golf course 

welcomed me as I drove into the city. For 38 years it was the view from 

my clinic next to the bowling alley. It must be realized that the 

Hillmoor golf course is not just a green expanse.  Hillmoor golf course 

“is” Lake Geneva as much as the Horticultural Hall is or the Riviera is or 

the Library Park or Buttons Bay, etc. are. These are the basic building 

blocks of the foundation that makes Lake Geneva the proud little gem 

of a “town” that it is. I strongly believe this character is vulnerable but 

can and must be preserved.

• Doctor Nick Veith
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*Includes Golf Shop Expense - $251,745
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