City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.gov

CITY OF LAKE GENEVA TREE BOARD
TUESDAY, JUNE 18, 2024 - 4:00 PM
LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL: CONFERENCE ROOM 2A (UPPER LEVEL)

Members:

President Candy Kirchberg, Alexander Gabriel, Peggy Schneider, Sonja Dailey, Cindy Forster-Fueredi, Alderperson Peg
Esposito

AGENDA

Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of the Tree Board minutes from May 14, 2024

Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, limited to items on this agenda

A

Arborist Report: Jon Foster

a. Discussion regarding developers, improperly planting trees on terraces, in adopting the
ordinance, giving it some teeth and requesting the code being enforced by the City Code
Enforcer

b. Letter from the Tree Board to be approved, addressed to the Park Board and BID
c. Request from Park Board the ability to document the Trees in Hillmoor Park
Kudos to Cicadapalooza, huge success, even though it rained
Future agenda items and collaborations with Avian Committee

Next Meeting Date & Time

S L& =2

Adjournment

This is a meeting of the Tree Board.
No official City Council action will be taken,; however, a quorum of the Council may be present.
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MINUTES:
TREE BOARD MEETING TUESDAY, MAY 14T 2024

. Call to Order: 4:09 pm
. Roll Call: Candy K Chair, Peg Esposito, Sonya Dailey, Peggy Schneider,

Alexander Leonard, Jon Foster City Forester, Morgan Sheppard assistant
arborist,

Welcome to new members: Peggy Schneider, Alexander Leonard
Comments from the Public:

Sonya- Talked about I-Naturalist website that can be used to update plantings in
local area and local wildlife. Over time information from the website can be used
for research grade. She believes it will work well to document and identify the
trees in Hillmore property with the help of Badger High School.

Arborist Report:
Jon discussed that lights on the smaller trees in the downtown are not good
for the trees and are not aesthetically pleasing to the eye because of their
random arrangement and placement or lack of symmetry. He also explained
how trimming the downtown trees is made difficult because of the light strings
needed to be unwrapped for proper pruning. He also mentioned that girdling
of stems & branches can occur when they are left on the tree too long.
Further discussion and suggestions were made to encourage the downtown
business owners to consider wrapping light poles and building facade’s rather
than putting them in or on the trees.

Sonya made a motion Candy Kirchberg Tree Board Chair write a letter
suggesting to the Park Board that they request that the downtown trees not
be wrapped with lights and that alternatives be considered for Christmas
lighting and or all year lighting. Peg Esposito seconded the motion and all
members voted unanimous in agreement.

Candy Kirchberg the Tree Board Chair will be composing the letter to give to
the Park Board asking for their approval to request that the current practices
of the placing of downtown lighting in trees be changed. Candy will also be
asking Dan Draper for legal ideas on how we can help control vandalism to
trees, especially in the downtown area where patrons of some of the drinking
establishments are using trees for entertainment/destruction.

Peg Esposito discussed how the tree protection ring plans are stalled, but
further discussion could be pursued in the fall when more apprentice welders
will be working with the company. Jon suggested that all replacement
plantings in the downtown be B&B plants that are substantially larger than the
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containerized trees. This would make it much harder for catastrophic
vandalism to take place.

Jon reported that the soil injection for Spongy Moth is being done this week at
Oak Hill Cemetery and on the 5-acre lot off Conant Street. The forestry
department will be using Lepi-tect a chemical purchased for soil injection
providing an extra boost for the oaks to resist the infestation. He also believes
that the weather may be promoting Entomophaga maimaiga to multiply. This
is a fungus that was introduced in the area but is naturally occurring and
helps control the spongy moth and possibly cause a major reduction in
populations of the pest.

Jon also discussed having symmetry in the downtown with tree plantings.
Currently the predominate tree is the Flowering Pear which will soon be
banned in the state because of its invasiveness. The other trees planted in
the grates are Ivory Silk Japanese Lilac, Ginkgo’s & Honey locust. Jon asked
what the Tree Board would prefer to be used for the replacements in the
upcoming planting. There are 8-10 trees that need to be replanted in the
downtown grates.

Sonya made the motion to have lvory Silk Japanese Lilac be the tree of
symmetry in the downtown, and Alex Leonard seconded the motion. All
members voted unanimously to approve.

Jon also briefly discussed netting of small trees to protect against cicada, his
concern is the nets may cause more damage to the trees than the cicada
because of wind and vandalism.

. Candy Kirchberg suggested Alex Leonard be the investigative enforcement of
corporate business tree planting agreements that are not be followed when it
comes to green space. Trees that have been taken down have not been
replaced. Alex would have to work with the city’s code enforcement.

. Future agenda items:

I-Naturalist Website details from Sonya, further discussion on downtown lighting
and this falls planting list.

. Next Meeting Date & Time: June 11t 2024 4:00 PM

. Adjournment: Alexander makes motion to adjourn, Peggy Esposito seconded
and all unanimously approved.
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City of Lake Geneva, WI

Sec. 82-61. City forester. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.03, 5-27-1997 ; 7-10-2023 by Ord. No. 23-05 |

(a) Designation. The City may employ a City Forester, or designate its street superintendent to
perform the duties thereof, who, under the supervision of the Director of Public Works and
Utilities and the Park Board or its designated Tree Board Committee, shall exercise
designated powers and duties. City Forester selection shall be based upon skills and
certifications as set forth in the most recent job description for the position. The City Forester
shall generally receive direction from the street superintendent where the City Forester is
different than the street superintendent.

(b) Duties. The City Forester shall have the following duties:
(1) Exercising the duties conferred in W.S.A., § 27.09.
(2) Administering and enforcing this article.

(3) Preparing an annual forestry plan to be submitted to the Board, and implementing such
program as adopted and amended from time to time. The forestry program shall include
a comprehensive plan including maintenance, inventory and new planning with budget
projections for annual and long range implementation.

(4) Supervising subordinates, overseeing other employees and administering contracts
related to the forestry program and this article.

(5) Conducting or authorizing inspections, tests, planting, replacements, pruning,
emergency removal, treatments and maintenance, and issuing permits as necessary to
implement the forestry program and this article. Inspections of private property, defined
as lands not owned, controlled or leased by the city, shall be at reasonable times with
the consent of the owner or person in charge or by special inspection warrant. The
annual tree removal list shall be subject to approval of the Park Board.

(6) Assisting any person having a permit to move a building, structure or oversized load
upon a public right-of-way, defined as the part of every street between the lot line and
the curb, pavement or street line, and shall include sidewalks and lawn parks, in
selecting a route which will cause minimal potential damage to trees.

(7) Promulgating written guidelines for permitted work, to be filed in the Department of
Public Works and Utilities.

(c) Plan. The City Forester, under the direction of the Director of Public Works, shall prepare a
forestry plan which shall include one or more of the following programs: A City lawn park
beautification program to provide for tree plantings, replacement in lawn parks, and public
rights-of-way. The program shall provide for the cost of tree planting. After review by the
Tree Board, the Park Board shall make a recommendation of the plan to the City Council.
This plan shall be reviewed and updated as necessary.

Sec. 82-62. Forestry permit. [ Ord. No. 97-7, §§ 34.04, 34.07, 5-27-1997 |

(a) Required; associated costs. No person shall plant, replace, prune, alter, do surgery on a tree
or disturb the land within the dripline of any tree on public property, defined as public rights-
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City of Lake Geneva, WI
Sec. 82-62 Sec. 82-63

of-way, city lawn parks, boulevards, parks and other lands owned, controlled or leased by
the city, or cause such work to be done by others, without first obtaining a written permit
for such work from the city forester as provided in this section. The permit holder shall be
responsible for paying for the cost of all work performed, unless acting under contract with
the city or its subunits.

(b) Exemptions. No person shall be required to obtain a permit to fertilize, water or mulch trees
in a lawn park, defined as the area of public right-of-way between the street and sidewalk or
private property line if a sidewalk doesn't exist, abutting their property.

(c) Application. Any person who applies for a permit shall make the application in writing, on
city forms.

(d) Issuance, fee. When the city forester determines that any proposed work described in an
application for a permit is in accordance with the provisions of this article, taking into
account the public health, safety and welfare, the location of utilities above and below
ground, public sidewalks, driveways, street lights and signs, the general character of the area
in which the tree is located or proposed to be located, the type of soil, the characteristics and
physiological need of the genus, species and variety of the tree, then a permit may be issued
or denied as appropriate under the circumstances, with conditions or limitations, without a
fee therefor. The applicant shall contract Digger's Hotline prior to causing any excavation.

(e) Description of intended work; duration. Every permit issued by the city forester shall include
a description of the work to be done and shall specify, in the case of plantings, the genus,
species and variety, size, nursery grade and location of trees to be planted. Any work done
under such permit issued under this section shall expire nine months after the date of
issuance.

(f) Permit violation. It shall be a violation of this article for any person to perform work under a
permit contrary to the permit terms and provisions of this article. A permit violator shall be
responsible for the repair and replacement of any tree, defined as tree or shrub, damaged or
destroyed due to defective work or noncompliance with this article for two full growing
seasons following performance of work.

(g) Annual public utility and contractor permits. Public utilities and contractors shall apply for
and, if approved, may obtain, in accordance with this article, an annual forestry permit
subject to the following additional conditions, unless waived for just cause by the city
forester:

(1) Provide the city forester with 15 days' advanced, written notice of work to be performed.

(2) Perform the work in conformance with this article and written guidelines and directives
of the city forester.

(h) Revocation. Any permit granted under authority of this article may be revoked by the city
forester for just cause upon 10 days' advanced, written notice and an opportunity to be heard.
The revocation of any permit may be appealed to the board within 10 days of receipt of
written notice of revocation.

Sec. 82-63. Trees in lawn parks and public rights-of-way. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.05, 5-27-1997
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City of Lake Geneva, WI
Sec. 82-63 Sec. 82-63

; 7-10-2023 by Ord. No. 23-05 |

The following regulations respecting trees in lawn parks and public rights-of-way shall apply,
unless a variance is granted for just cause by the city forester:

(1) Genus, species, variety, size and manner of planting. The city forester shall approve the
genus, species, variety, size and manner of planting of trees planted in any lawn park or
public right-of-way. All trees shall be selected, cared for, and planted in accordance with
ANSI A300-1995, NAA standards, and all other standards as applicable. All trees, shrubbery
and planting material set out or planted in lawn parks and public rights-of-way shall be under
the order, direction and supervision of the city forester.

(2) Tall growing trees under utility wires. Planting of tall growing tree species under utility wires
is hereby prohibited. Tall growing trees are any tree that may grow larger than 20 feet in
height. A determination as to the anticipated size of a tree species can be made by comparing
mature trees of the same species within the City area and review of the City Forester's
lowgrowing tree approval list.

(3) Minimum size. The minimum size of any tree planted in a lawn park or public right-of-way
shall be 1 1/2 inches in caliper measured at six inches above the ground.

(4) Distance limitations. No tree shall be planted in a lawn park or public right-of-way within 15
feet of a street corner, alley, street light, traffic sign or traffic signal or within 30 feet of
another tree located in the lawn park or public right-of-way. No more than one tree shall be
planted in a lawn park or public right-of-way abutting a lot having a frontage at the street of
less than 75 feet, unless specifically approved by the City Forester.

(5) Required pruning. Trees planted within any lawn park or public right-of-way shall be
trimmed so that any branches or foliage projecting over any public right-of-way which is the
subject of vehicular traffic provide a clearance of not less than 12 feet from the pavement and
any branches or foliage projecting over any public right-of-way which is the subject of
pedestrian traffic provide a clearance of not less than eight feet from the pavement or ground.
This work shall typically be performed by the City. Trees shall be pruned in such a manner
as to preserve their health and maintain a natural shape.

(6) Visual clearance. Visual clearance, as defined in the zoning ordinance, shall be maintained.

(7) Tree removal. The City Forester shall submit to the Director of Public Works and the Tree
Board, a list of non-emergency trees to be removed along with a brief description of the
location, species, and need/cause for removal. This list shall be compiled when necessary.
Trees which are cut down shall be removed with the root stump grubbed or ground out to a
depth at least nine inches below grade. Surface roots beyond the main stump are to be
removed to a depth at least five inches below grade. All wood and debris shall be removed
from the site and no wood or debris shall be permitted to remain on the street or sidewalk
when work on any day is concluded. Holes must be safeguarded by a barricade if not
immediately filled. The City will fill holes as soon as practical, with organic fill and dressed
with top soil and grass seeded. The site shall be barricaded to protect the public at any time
work is in progress. A permit may be issued to an abutting property owner to remove a lawn
park/terrace tree, upon approval by the City Forester and the Tree Board, or the Director of
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City of Lake Geneva, WI
Sec. 82-63 Sec. 82-64

Public Works in concurrence with the Park Board. The reason shall be included in the
permit application. The permit shall be conditioned upon proof of liability insurance covering
death, personal injury, and property loss or damage in the amount of $250,000. Trees shall
be removed without damage to the neighboring trees, asphalt, or curb and gutter. Property
owners who removed terrace trees without a permit may be subject to fines including
replacement costs. Private removals shall abide by the same rules listed in this subsection.

(8) Sidewalks. Sidewalks, paving and other surfaces impervious to water shall not be constructed
within two feet of the base of any tree without approval of the City Forester. It is the property
owner's responsibility to maintain sidewalks adjacent to trees.

(9) Roots. Roots greater than two inches in diameter shall not be severed without the permission
of the City Forester. When removed from "live" trees, all roots shall be cut cleanly. The City
may grind roots interfering with sidewalk replacement upon seven days' advanced notice.
The critical root zone, defined as 12 times the tree diameter at breast height (DBH), shall also
be protected from activity which could result in damage. This includes heavy vehicle and
construction equipment traffic. Protection may include placement of 12 inches of mulch or
other measures as required by the City Forester.

(10) Boring. Boring shall be done under a tree only when necessary, and at a minimum depth of
30 inches below grade to avoid the roots of trees. Refer to the City construction manual for
additional information.

(11) Sidewalk excavation. Sidewalk excavation shall be allowed to a maximum depth of six
inches.

(12) Curb excavation. Curb excavation shall be allowed to a maximum depth of 18 inches.

(13) Notice of planting and removal. Whenever the City Forester proposes the planting or removal
(except emergency removals) of any tree, two weeks' advance written notice shall be given
by way of door hanger flyer with address, tree identification of the planted/removed tree, and
the reason for the removal. White paint marks on the tree to be removed or on the ground
where the tree is proposed to be planted will also be used. The notice shall include a phone
number and email address for the City Forester. Questions concerning the work must be
submitted to the City Forester within two weeks of the date the notice served. After reviewing
any questions submitted, the City Forester may modify the planting plan or forward
objections of removals to the Tree Board or Director of Public Works for final review. No
prior notices by the City Forester are required for the trimming of living trees or for the
emergency removal of dead or dangerous trees. The absence of a timely notice shall not
render any work performed invalid.

(14) Sanitary sewers clogged with tree roots. Abutting property owners shall be responsible for
cleaning and repairing sanitary sewer laterals which are clogged with the roots from lawn
park trees. The abutting property owner, when performing any work within the dripline of a
healthy tree, shall take such measures as directed by the city forester to protect trees from
injury and damage, up to and including tunneling. Cost for removal of any tree to
accommodate a sanitary sewer repair shall be the property owner's responsibility.

Sec. 82-64. Public nuisances on private premises. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.06, 5-27-1997 ; Ord.
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City of Lake Geneva, WI
Sec. 82-64 Sec. 82-64

No. 08-05, § 1, 4-28-2008 |

(a) Notice to abate public nuisance. Whenever the city forester shall find that any tree or part
thereof growing or located upon private property, defined as a private tree, is a public
nuisance, defined as any tree or part thereof which by reason of its condition interferes with
the use of any public area including as defined in subsection 82-63(5) for public trees; or
which is infected with a plant disease, or which is infested with injurious insects or pests
which threaten public or private property, particularly Dutch Elm Disease, Oak Wilt Disease,
and Emerald Ash Borer infestation, or which endangers the public health, safety and welfare,
he shall notify the owner thereof, in writing, that the nuisance must be abated as directed in
the notice the time specified, which time shall not be less than 30 days, unless the city forester
shall determine that immediate action is necessary to preserve the public health, safety and
welfare, in which event a lesser period of time for abatement shall be provided.

(b) Service of notice. Notice shall be served on the owner of record of the lot identifying those
conditions which constitute a public nuisance and demanding abatement by a time certain in
the manner and to the extent prescribed by the notice. Service shall be by personal service or
by certified mail-return receipt. If the owner cannot be served or if there is no certified mail-
return receipt, the order may be served by posting it on the main entrance of the building or
structure, if any, or where no building or structure is present, by posting a sign on each side
of the lot, and by publishing as a class 1 notice under W.S.A., ch. 985.

(c) Failure to abate. If the owner fails to remedy or improve the public nuisance described in the
written notice, then the city forester shall, after the expiration of the period specified in the
written notice, cause the nuisance to be abated.

(d) Abatement by city. The abatement may be performed by city personnel or by a contractual
agreement with others entered into by the city and cost charged to the owner as described
under section 82-68.

(e) Hearing. The owner, upon written request to the city forester, served and postmarked during
the notice period, shall be granted a hearing before the city forester. Where possible, the
hearing should be within 10 days following the request therefor. The hearing shall give the
owner the opportunity to contest the existence of facts sufficient to form the basis for the
finding of a public nuisance as described in this section. Following the hearing, a written
statement of the findings of the city forester shall be sent by regular mail to the owner at the
address given by the owner at the hearing. The city forester may, for good cause, extend the
period of time for abatement of the nuisance.

(f) Appeal. The written order of the city forester, where a hearing has been held, may be
appealed to the park board upon written request to the city forester, served or postmarked
within 10 days of the date of the written order. Where possible, the appeal should be heard at
the next scheduled meeting of the board, provided that the request for review is received by
the city forester at least seven days prior to the next scheduled meeting of the board.

(g) Special assessment. Following abatement of the public nuisance, the city forester shall bill
the owner for the cost of abatement. If such bill is not paid within 30 days, the bill shall be
processed as a special assessment against the property.
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City of Lake Geneva, WI
Sec. 82-64 Sec. 82-68

(h) Emergency procedure. The notice procedure specified in subsection (b) of this section does
not apply when circumstances arise which require immediate action to protect the public
from imminent harms, such as sickness, disease or personal injury. In determining imminent
harm, there must be a balancing of the rights of the landowner to notice and appeal
procedures with the right of the public to be protected from a risk of harm which could be
avoided by prompt action. However, where possible, the landowner should be given a
minimum of 24 hours' written or oral notice prior to city abatement action. This article shall
otherwise apply, except for the notice and appeal procedures, which shall be as stated in this
section.

Sec. 82-65. Injury to trees. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.09, 5-27-1997 |
No person, upon public property, shall:

(1) Injure, destroy, damage, mutilate, top, deface or commit any act which will prevent the
growth or cause the death of any tree.

(2) Secure, attach, fasten, nail or run through any rope, cable, wire, sign or fixture to, around or
through any tree.

(3) Deposit, place or permit the deposit of any toxic or hazardous substance on or about any tree.
This includes construction-related activity which could adversely impact upon public trees,
either chemical in nature or placement of poles of excavated material, topsoil, etc., within the
critical root zone.

Sec. 82-66. Administrative remedies. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.11, 5-27-1997 |

Until the provisions of this article, including the conditions on any permits issued pursuant to
this article, have been fully met, the city shall withhold issuance of any conditional use permit,
building permit, certificate of occupancy or inspection required under the current city building
code or issue stop-work orders for any land development or activity involving tree removal.

Sec. 82-67. Penalty for violation of article. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.12, 5-27-1997 |

(a) Any city department which observes a violation of this article shall bring the violations to the
attention of the city forester.

(b) Any person who by himself or by his/her agent or employee shall violate any of the
provisions of this article shall be subject to penalty as provided in section 1-12. A separate
offense shall be deemed to have been committed on every day on which a violation occurs or
continues.

Sec. 82-68. Special assessment. [ Ord. No. 97-7, § 34.13, 5-27-1997 |

(a) Pursuant to W.S.A., § 27.09(5), the entire or any part of the costs of forestry for trees and
shrubs in front of each lot or parcel of land abutting may be chargeable to and assessed upon
such lots or parcels of land.

rior to assessment, a public hearing shall be held on the proposed assessment and notice
b) Pri blic hearing shall be held h d d noti
given by publication of a class 2 notice under W.S.A., ch. 985.
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Dear BID,

Although lighting of the trees for the holidays is exciting and pretty the way they have
been installed has caused issues with our young trees planted in downtown Lake
Geneva.

The lighting wires are wrapped to tightly around the young and vulnerable trunks of
these trees causing girdling and stunting growth. The trees are also too young to have
heavy lights put on their delicate branches.

In light of the fact that we’ve had thousands of dollars worth of damage to the trees
due to late night partying, breakage, being yanked out of the ground, this is quite
concerning and costly for the Tree Board and the City Of Lake Geneva residence.

We are asking that the city and BID choose a different form of decor for the downtown
area such as outlining the buildings throughout the town. This would highlight our
architectural buildings and create a dramatic setting.

Please consider alternatives and help save our expensive and well respected Trees

Lake Geneva Tree Board

Candice Kirchberg
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