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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.gov 
 

AVIAN COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2024 - 6:00 PM 

LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; CONFERENCE ROOM 2A (UPPER LEVEL) 
 

Members: 
President Sarah McConnell, Beverly Leonard, Jill Rodriguez, Karen Gallo, Victoria Ross, Kelley Happ, 

and Cindy Yager- Alderperson 
  

 
AGENDA 

 1.  Call to Order 
      
 2.  Roll Call 
      
 3.  Approval of the Avian Committee minutes from October 8, 2024 
      
 4.  Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, limited to items on this agenda 
      
 5.  Bird City Application 
      
 6.  Proclamation for Bird City Application 
      
 7.  Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review 
      
 8.  Partnerships and Funding Opportunities 
      
 9.  Birding Backpacks Project 
      
 10.  Climate Change Topics/Updates 
      
 a.  World Migratory Bird Day Activities 
      
 b.  EV Chargers in Lake Geneva 
      
 c.  Dark Skies Project 
      
 11.  Christmas Tree Decorating at the Geneva Lake Museum 
      
 12.  Next Meeting Date & Time  
      
 13.  Future Agenda Items 
      
 14.  Adjournment 
      
 

A quorum of the Council may be present; however, no official Council action will be taken.  
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the City 
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Clerk’s office in advance so that the appropriate accommodations can be made. 
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City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, October 8, 2024  6:00 P.M.
City Council Conference Room 2A

1.  Call to Order:  6:00 PM by Sarah McConnell

2. Roll Call.  The following members were present:  Sarah McConnell, Jill Rodriguez, Kelley Happ, 
Beverly Leonard, Victoria Ross and Alderperson Cindy Yager.  Karen Gallo was excused. 

3.  Approval of Avian Committee meeting minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes from the September 11 meeting was made by Ross, seconded by 
Rodriguez.  The motion passed.

4.  Visitors and Comments from the Public:  
Visitor Peg Esposito joined the meeting about 6:30 pm.

5-6. 2024 – 25 Financial Review and Update:
Rodriguez reported that the $1000 check from the Rotary Club for our hotel backpack project has posted.
Leonard submitted a bill for $450 for power washing all the martin houses.

McConnell proposed that we cover some costs for Avian members to attend various informational or 
educational programs that are relevant to our Avian projects. Yager volunteered to prepare a set of basic 
guidelines, and will confer with the city’s clerk or comptroller for suggestions. Yager pointed out that we 
may need a line in our budget for reimbursement for educational and/or seminars. McConnell requested she 
come back with guidelines and we vote on this next meeting.

McConnell and Rodriguez presented the Avian Committee 2025 budget request at the city’s Budget Meeting 
in October.  They reported that the feedback was good, but we have not yet heard results.

Leonard led a discussion of Martin house expenses and ongoing maintenance. The houses were installed in 
2017 and now need some repairs, including nesting box replacement trays.  We have 84 nesting boxes and 
Leonard reports that at least 25 trays need to be replaced (at about $18 each), as well as new perching rods. 
She estimates $800 for repairs. Rodriguez reported that we currently have $680 in the budget for repairs and 
have listed $950 for repairs/supplies in the 2025 Budget.  Leonard also mentioned that all the houses are 
cleaned out and the trays turned backwards. We no longer take the boxes down to store them for the winter.

McConnell suggested we have an ongoing maintenance program to fix up to 25 boxes each year, as well as 
replacement wires and include power washing every two years.  She asked Leonard to create a budget line.
Happ moved to spend up to $800 a year for maintenance and repair of the Martin houses.  The motion was 
seconded by Ross and passed. 

7. Bird City Application
McConnell reported that our Bird City password is no longer valid but suggested that David Nord may have 
had to change the password to accommodate the new application form.  She will try to reset the password. 
They have not been responsive and we are still not sure of our status.  Their new form is not as difficult as 
the last one, and McConnell offered to re-read our old application to see what we can re-use.  We may not 
have to submit as many documents and will work with the new city administer to complete the process and 
apply for the 2025 year. We will need a new proclamation from the city (each year we need to do this) and 
will plan do this at a December meeting of City Council. In the future the Parks Director should be 
responsible for the Bird City application.
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8. Partnerships and Funding Opportunities (see item 9)

9. Birdwatching Backpacks for the City of Lake Geneva
Rodriguez prepared a draft of a grant request to the Tourism Committee, requesting funds for an avian 
backpack project.  These backpacks will be designed to appeal to tourists with an interest in our local and 
migrating birds. The request will go through the city administration for a Tourism Committee meeting on 
October 14. The grant request is for $3000, to be used to prepare marketing materials to go into the 
backpacks, using local designers and businesses to help prepare the contents.  We are planning to make five 
backpacks, which will be distributed to local hotels for guests to check out free of charge.  
The request goes through the city first, then we will be given a time to present our request and details.  
Rodriguez will be the point contact. She will also need to work with the city and how to process orders of 
supplies for the backpacks with purchases on Amazon.

10. Climate Change Topics and Updates
Ross moved to combine items 10 and 11, to link World Migratory Bird Day activities with plans we are 
making for a program on climate change. Happ seconded the motion and it was passed. Ross presented 
information she researched on Benjamin Zuckerberg, faculty member at UW-Madison, as a possible speaker 
on the topic of the changing climate and its impact on birds and migration. She has suggested a potential date 
of May 17, (Friday) and we all agreed that a morning program during the week, from 10 am to noon, would 
be an optimal time.  We need to find an appropriate venue, possibly the library or the Geneva Lake Museum. 
We could offer a speaking gratuity of up to $500.  Ross will follow up to confirm details.
This was followed by a long discussion of the need for EV chargers in the city.  Yager said the city is 
beginning to study this issue and she will work to move the project forward.  VISIT Lake Geneva also took 
information to BID on EV chargers. 

13. Christmas Tree Decorating at the Geneva Lake Museum
Rodriguez reported that we will be included in this year’s Christmas Tree Decorating Contest at the Geneva 
Lake Museum.  Decorating will be from 9 to 11am on November 20. 

14.  Next Meeting:
The Next Avian Committee meeting is on Tuesday, November 12 at 6 pm in Conference Room 2 A

15. Future Agenda Items
• Bird City Application
• Proclamation for Bird City Application
• Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review 
• Partnerships and Funding Opportunities
• Birding Backpacks Project
• Climate Change Topics/Updates

            World Migratory Bird Day activities
            EV Chargers in Lake Geneva
            Dark Skies project

• Christmas tree decorating at the Geneva Lake Museum
• Other
• Next meeting Date and Time
• Future Agenda Items

16: Adjournment:    
Rodriguez moved to adjourn, seconded by Ross and approved.   Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 11/6//2024
Kelley Happ
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Page: 1Detail Ledger - Avian CommitteeCITY OF LAKE GENEVA

Period 10/24 (10/31/2024) Nov 07, 2024 9:02AM

Journal
Reference
Number Payee or Description

Debit
Amount

Credit
Amount Balance

11-70-00-47300  AVIAN DONATIONS

   09/30/2024 (09/24) Balance .00 * .00 * 1,000.00-

   10/31/2024 (10/24) Period Totals and Balance .00 * .00 * 1,000.00-

YTD Encumbrance               .00   YTD Actual          1,000.00-  Total          1,000.00-  YTD Budget            250.00-  Unearned            750.00-

11-70-00-57800  AVIAN COMMITTEE EXPENSES

   09/30/2024 (09/24) Balance .00 * .00 * 869.64 

AP 128 LEONARD, BEVERLY 420.00 

**Desc: PRESSURE WASHING BIRD HOUSES

AP 578 LEONARD, BEVERLY 644.18 

**Desc: REIMB-PURPLE MARTIN SUPPLIES

   10/31/2024 (10/24) Period Totals and Balance 1,064.18 * .00 * 1,933.82 

YTD Encumbrance               .00   YTD Actual          1,933.82   Total          1,933.82   YTD Budget          4,425.00   Unexpended          2,491.18 

11-70-00-57810  AVIAN COMMITTEE DONATION EXP

   09/30/2024 (09/24) Balance .00 * .00 * .00 

   10/31/2024 (10/24) Period Totals and Balance .00 * .00 * .00 

YTD Encumbrance               .00   YTD Actual               .00   Total               .00   YTD Budget               .00   Unexpended               .00 

       Number of transactions: 2    Number of accounts: 3 ProofCreditDebit

1,064.18 .00 1,064.18        Grand Totals:

Report Criteria:

    Actual amounts

    All accounts

    Account.Account number = "11700047300","11700057800","11700057810"
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Gl0-215{tblJournalCode}
Gl0-215{tblJournalCode}
DrillThroughGUID{Report.Debit amount}
Gl0-215{tblJournalCode}
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CITY OF LAKE GENEVA Finance Worksheet - Budget vs. Actual - Avian Committee Page:     1

Period: 10/24 Nov 07, 2024  09:01AM

2024-24 2024-24 Variance % of 

Period Current year Current year Current year Budget

Account Number Account Title Actual Actual Budget

GENERAL FUND

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

11-70-00-47300 AVIAN DONATIONS .00 1,000.00 250.00 750.00- 400.00

          Total MISCELLANEOUS: .00 1,000.00 250.00 750.00- 400.00

MISCELLANEOUS

11-70-00-57800 AVIAN COMMITTEE EXPENSES 1,064.18 1,933.82 4,425.00 2,491.18 43.70

          Total MISCELLANEOUS: 1,064.18 1,933.82 4,425.00 2,491.18 43.70

          Net Total GENERAL FUND: 1,064.18- 933.82- 4,175.00- 3,241.18- 22.37

Net Grand Totals: 1,064.18- 933.82- 4,175.00- 3,241.18- 22.37
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Avian Committee Members 

FROM:  Victoria Ross 

DATE:  October 30, 2024 

RE:  Migratory Bird Day Event 

 

The following items have been completed: 

1. The date and time of the event has been set as Saturday, May 17, 2025 from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM; 

2. A speaker has been secured.  Dr. Benjamin Zuckerberg from UW-Madison will present 
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM and a $500.00 speaker fee has been agreed upon.  Dr. 
Zuckerberg’s information is at Attachment A; and 

3. The Smith Meeting Room at the Lake Geneva Library has been reserved, and can hold 
70 participants.  An alternate location is still being investigated. 

The following items still need to be determined: 

1. Additional programming needed for the 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM hour.  Some 
suggestions for consideration are: 

a. Reading of the story “Purple Martin Palace” by Lucy Jerue. A synopsis of the 
book is at Attachment B; 

b. A presentation on the Dark Skies initiative by Kelly Happe; 
c. Input from Peg Esposito regarding Friends of Hillmoor participation; 
d. Children’s activity off the library patio (or in another section of the library). I 

am thinking this would be appropriate for audience members too young for 
the main speaker presentation.  I will confirm with Dr. Zuckerberg what he 
believes is the target age for his presentation. 

2. What other organizations do we want to target for audience and / or to offer space 
for literature (previously brainstormed list is at Attachment C) 

3. I have included the article about the Purple Martin research on Ilha do Comaru, Brazil 
just for information (Attachment D) 
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Attachment A 

Benjamin Zuckerberg 

Background 
Growing up in Brooklyn, New York, I arrived a bit late to the 
wonderful world of ecology. I was, however, lucky enough 
to start studying birds as an undergraduate at Connecticut 
College (under the tutelage of Bob Askins), and went on to 
get my Masters from the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst. After spending several years studying birds in the 
field, I became interested in how the environment influences bird populations at geographic 
scales. I received my Ph.D. from SUNY-ESF where I focused on studying range shifts in bird 
distributions as a consequence of climate change. I got hooked, and then spent three great years 
as a postdoc and research associate at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. I joined the faculty at UW-
Madison in 2011 and it’s been a wild ride working with great collaborators and building a lab 
focused on studying how modern climate change impacts birds and mammals. I remain a strong 
advocate for the role of the public in collecting data on wildlife and feel that citizen science has 
opened entirely new fields in ecological research. Although I enjoy all the natural beauty and craft 
beers of Wisconsin, I am a New Yorker at heart and remain a diehard Yanks, Knicks, and Giants 
fan. 
 
Contact Information 
Benjamin Zuckerberg, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
226 Russell Labs 
1630 Linden Drive; Rm. 213 
Madison, WI 53706-1598 
Email: bzuckerberg@wisc.edu 
Google Scholar Profile 
Curriculum vitae 
Education 

• Connecticut College; B.A. in Zoology, 1998 
• University of Massachusetts-Amherst; M.S. in Wildlife & Fisheries Conservation, 2002 
• State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry; Ph.D. in 

Ecology, 2008 
• Cornell Lab of Ornithology; Research Associate, 2008-2011 

Affiliations 
• Chair, Wildlife Working Group, Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts 
• Affiliate Member, Center for Climatic Research (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
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Attachment B 

 

This unique book is the story of Martin and Martina, two Purple Martins who migrate from 
Brazil to New Jersey for the summer. Martin, in humorous fashion, tells of their search for the 
perfect home. He hopes it will be just the place to raise a family. Children will delight in the 
colorful illustration as they learn about these fascinating birds, often described as the acrobats 
of the bird world. 
 
28 pages, Paperback 
Published November 13, 2020 by Blurb  
ISBN 9781715800437 (ISBN10: 1715800435) 
ASIN 1715800435 
Language English 
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Attachment C 

Some groups we would be targeting as potential partners and event word 
spreaders are: 

 
• Lake Geneva Public Library - Lake Geneva Public Library (lglibrary.org) 

 
• Geneva Lake Museum - Home - Geneva Lake Museum  

 
• Badger High School Environmental Club - Activities & Clubs - Badger 

High School (lakegenevaschools.com) & students in the Agricultural 
Science Curriculum - 2024 - 2025 BHS Career Planning & Course 
Guide (updated 9/9/24) | PDF to Flipbook (heyzine.com)  

 
• Wild Ones - Chapters in Wisconsin - Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural 

Landscapes 
 

• Lyons Biodiversity Project - Lyons Biodiversity Project – Kettle Moraine 
Land Trust (kmlandtrust.org) 

 
• Michael Fields Agricultural Institute - Michael Fields Agricultural Institute 
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Full article is at 
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/fall-2022/this-tiny-brazilian-island-could-hold-key-purple
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