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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.gov 
 

AVIAN COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2024 - 6:00 PM 

LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; CONFERENCE ROOM 2A (UPPER LEVEL) 
 

Members: 
President Sarah McConnell, Beverly Leonard, Jill Rodriguez, Karen Gallo, Victoria Ross, Kelley Happ, 

and Cindy Yager- Alderperson 
  

 
AGENDA 

 1.  Call to Order 
      
 2.  Roll Call 
      
 3.  Approval of the Avian Committee minutes from November 12, 2024 
      
 4.  Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, limited to items on this agenda 
      
 5.  Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review 
      
 6.  Update from City Council 
      
 7.  Bird City Application Status 
      
 8.  Partnerships and Funding Opportunities 
      
 9.  Birding Backpacks Project 
      
 10.  Climate Change Topics/Updates 
      
 a.  World Migratory Bird Day Activities 
      
 b.  EV Chargers in Lake Geneva 
      
 c.  Dark Skies Project 
      
 11.  Next Meeting Date & Time  
      
 12.  Future Agenda Items 
      
 13.  Adjournment 
      
 

A quorum of the Council may be present; however, no official Council action will be taken. 
Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the City Clerk’s 

office in advance so that the appropriate accommodations can be made. 
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City of Lake Geneva Avian Committee Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, November 12, 2024  6:00 P.M.
City Council Conference Room 2A

1.  Call to Order:  6:05 PM by Sarah McConnell

2. Roll Call.  The following members were present:  Sarah McConnell, Jill Rodriguez, Kelley Happ, 
Beverly Leonard, Karen Gallo, Victoria Ross and Alderperson Cindy Yager.  

3.  Approval of Avian Committee meeting minutes 
A motion to approve the minutes from the October 8 meeting was made by Rodriguez, seconded by Ross.  
The motion passed.

4.  Visitors and Comments from the Public:  
Alderperson Cindy Yager updated the committee on city matters: 
Park Committee – the committee has heard from one of several companies about a proposal for a new 
playground in Veterans’ Park.  The concept is for an all-inclusive, multi-generational playground that will 
meet ADA standards and appeal to all ages. The Parks Committee will select the materials and plans to use 
money from impact fees. An environmental or veteran theme have been among the suggestions. The 
committee hopes to start the project in 2025. 
Holiday Lights – The city would like the BID to come up with a new plan for holiday lighting – perhaps on 
buildings instead of trees. BID will take lights off after the holidays. She also mentioned that several of the 
city’s downtown trees had been sawed off this fall by vandals. 
Parks Director Position –this position is on hold until the new City Administrator has been installed. The 
city has received more than 60 applications for the City Administrator position and hopes to have an 
applicant selected by early January.

5.  Bird City Application
McConnell reported a breakthrough in our attempts to work with Bird City Wisconsin.  After a successful 
attempt to change our password, she was able to get into the website and find last year’s application to 
modify it for next year.  She also found a tutorial to help.  McConnell has requested assistance from Ross to 
help upload and update our application for the 2025 year. The tutorial stressed tourism, which will work well 
with our plans to create and distribute hotel birding backpacks.
McConnell showed a tourism report detailing how birdwatching has doubled since 2016 and is now big 
business for the tourism industry.  Lake Geneva is still listed with high flyer status. 

 6. Proclamation for Bird City Application:    
The updated Bird City application is due February 29, 2025.  We will need to create a proclamation from the 
city (there should be a copy of last year’s on file at the city). Yager will talk to the city clerk about the 
proclamation and will suggest time at the City of a Whole Meeting on December 9 to read the proclamation.

7.   Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review:
We followed up on a discussion last month about paying for supplies out of pocket or through Amazon and 
being repaid.  Rodriguez spoke to the City Comptroller and reported that the city will order for us through 
their Amazon account, but will also repay us if we order directly.
     Leonard proposed using Avian funds to power wash the bird houses every other year at a cost of $450 
each time.  She projected needing a total of $990 each year for ongoing maintenance.  McConnell moved to 
set a budget line item for Martin house maintenance. Ross seconded the motion. McConnell also asked 
Leonard to send her updates on house maintenance. 
The City Council will discuss and vote on the 2025 budget at their next meeting. Therefore, it was suggested 
we wait for their approval of our budget request.  We are confident it will be approved because we asked for 
less money this year (we still have some carryover funds to be used).
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8. Partnerships and Funding Opportunities (see item 9)

9. Birdwatching Backpacks for the City of Lake Geneva
Rodriguez reported that the Tourism Commission met in November and granted us the $3000 we requested 
for marketing materials in the avian backpack project.  In fact, they were excited and want us to make more 
than the five we had planned. We need to add the Tourism Commission logo to our materials.  The 
backpacks will include binoculars, bird books, the backpack, and bird location materials.  It was suggested 
that we put information about birding apps (like Merlin and Cornell University) on the brochure in our 
birdwatching kits.  Rodriguez will create a letter to the hotels to solicit interest and will follow up with 
suggestions as to circulating the backpacks.  This will include making sure the backpacks are returned after 
being checked out – maybe by putting on the room tab. We will also need to find a good artist to create a 
map of birding locations and maybe a seasonal birding list.

10. Climate Change Topics and Updates
Ross asked to carry this discussion of World Migratory Bird Day activities to the December meeting. 
It was reported that the Lake County (IL) Board has approved a new building code to help mitigate bird 
collisions on new buildings, and city of Libertyville has a new building with special windows to help 
alleviate the problem of bird strikes. Rodriguez suggested that the Avian committee advocate for such issues 
and McConnell agreed to pursue this topic, perhaps with some similar ordinance information from Madison. 

11. Christmas Tree Decorating at the Geneva Lake Museum
Rodriguez reported that we will be included in this year’s Christmas Tree Decorating Contest at the Geneva 
Lake Museum.  Those who can help will meet at the Museum at 10 am November 20. We need to find/create 
rack cards for under the tree.

12.  Next Meeting:
The Next Avian Committee meeting is on Tuesday, December 10 at 6 pm in Conference Room 2 A

15. Future Agenda Items
• Update from City Council
• Bird City Application status
• Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review 
• Partnerships and Funding Opportunities
• Birding Backpacks Project
• Climate Change Topics/Updates

            World Migratory Bird Day activities
            EV Chargers in Lake Geneva
            Dark Skies project

• Other
• Next meeting Date and Time
• Future Agenda Items

16: Adjournment:    
Rodriguez moved to adjourn, seconded by Happ and approved.   Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 11/26//2024
Kelley Happ
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Avian Committee Members 

FROM:  Victoria Ross 

DATE:  October 30, 2024 

RE:  Migratory Bird Day Event 

 

The following items have been completed: 

1. The date and time of the event has been set as Saturday, May 17, 2025 from 10:00 
AM to 12:00 PM; 

2. A speaker has been secured.  Dr. Benjamin Zuckerberg from UW-Madison will present 
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM and a $500.00 speaker fee has been agreed upon.  Dr. 
Zuckerberg’s information is at Attachment A; and 

3. The Smith Meeting Room at the Lake Geneva Library has been reserved, and can hold 
70 participants.  An alternate location is still being investigated. 

The following items still need to be determined: 

1. Additional programming needed for the 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM hour.  Some 
suggestions for consideration are: 

a. Reading of the story “Purple Martin Palace” by Lucy Jerue. A synopsis of the 
book is at Attachment B; 

b. A presentation on the Dark Skies initiative by Kelly Happe; 
c. Input from Peg Esposito regarding Friends of Hillmoor participation; 
d. Children’s activity off the library patio (or in another section of the library). I 

am thinking this would be appropriate for audience members too young for 
the main speaker presentation.  I will confirm with Dr. Zuckerberg what he 
believes is the target age for his presentation. 

2. What other organizations do we want to target for audience and / or to offer space 
for literature (previously brainstormed list is at Attachment C) 

3. I have included the article about the Purple Martin research on Ilha do Comaru, Brazil 
just for information (Attachment D) 
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Attachment A 

Benjamin Zuckerberg 

Background 
Growing up in Brooklyn, New York, I arrived a bit late to the 
wonderful world of ecology. I was, however, lucky enough 
to start studying birds as an undergraduate at Connecticut 
College (under the tutelage of Bob Askins), and went on to 
get my Masters from the University of Massachusetts-
Amherst. After spending several years studying birds in the 
field, I became interested in how the environment influences bird populations at geographic 
scales. I received my Ph.D. from SUNY-ESF where I focused on studying range shifts in bird 
distributions as a consequence of climate change. I got hooked, and then spent three great years 
as a postdoc and research associate at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. I joined the faculty at UW-
Madison in 2011 and it’s been a wild ride working with great collaborators and building a lab 
focused on studying how modern climate change impacts birds and mammals. I remain a strong 
advocate for the role of the public in collecting data on wildlife and feel that citizen science has 
opened entirely new fields in ecological research. Although I enjoy all the natural beauty and craft 
beers of Wisconsin, I am a New Yorker at heart and remain a diehard Yanks, Knicks, and Giants 
fan. 
 
Contact Information 
Benjamin Zuckerberg, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
226 Russell Labs 
1630 Linden Drive; Rm. 213 
Madison, WI 53706-1598 
Email: bzuckerberg@wisc.edu 
Google Scholar Profile 
Curriculum vitae 
Education 

• Connecticut College; B.A. in Zoology, 1998 
• University of Massachusetts-Amherst; M.S. in Wildlife & Fisheries Conservation, 2002 
• State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry; Ph.D. in 

Ecology, 2008 
• Cornell Lab of Ornithology; Research Associate, 2008-2011 

Affiliations 
• Chair, Wildlife Working Group, Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts 
• Affiliate Member, Center for Climatic Research (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 
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Attachment B 

 

This unique book is the story of Martin and Martina, two Purple Martins who migrate from 
Brazil to New Jersey for the summer. Martin, in humorous fashion, tells of their search for the 
perfect home. He hopes it will be just the place to raise a family. Children will delight in the 
colorful illustration as they learn about these fascinating birds, often described as the acrobats 
of the bird world. 
 
28 pages, Paperback 
Published November 13, 2020 by Blurb  
ISBN 9781715800437 (ISBN10: 1715800435) 
ASIN 1715800435 
Language English 
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Attachment C 

Some groups we would be targeting as potential partners and event word 
spreaders are: 

 
• Lake Geneva Public Library - Lake Geneva Public Library (lglibrary.org) 

 
• Geneva Lake Museum - Home - Geneva Lake Museum  

 
• Badger High School Environmental Club - Activities & Clubs - Badger 

High School (lakegenevaschools.com) & students in the Agricultural 
Science Curriculum - 2024 - 2025 BHS Career Planning & Course 
Guide (updated 9/9/24) | PDF to Flipbook (heyzine.com)  

 
• Wild Ones - Chapters in Wisconsin - Wild Ones: Native Plants, Natural 

Landscapes 
 

• Lyons Biodiversity Project - Lyons Biodiversity Project – Kettle Moraine 
Land Trust (kmlandtrust.org) 

 
• Michael Fields Agricultural Institute - Michael Fields Agricultural Institute 
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Full article is at 
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/fall-2022/this-tiny-brazilian-island-could-hold-key-purple
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	1. Call to Order
	2. Roll Call
	3. Approval of the Avian Committee minutes from Novem
	Avian Minutes Nov 2024

	4. Comments from the public limited to 5 minutes, lim
	5. Budget Update and 2025 Financial Review
	6. Update from City Council
	7. Bird City Application Status
	8. Partnerships and Funding Opportunities
	9. Birding Backpacks Project
	10. Climate Change Topics/Updates
	a. World Migratory Bird Day Activities
	Avian Committee November 2024

	b. EV Chargers in Lake Geneva
	c. Dark Skies Project

	11. Next Meeting Date & Time
	12. Future Agenda Items
	13. Adjournment




