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City of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St, Lake Geneva, WI 53147- 262.248.3673- www.cityoflakegeneva.gov 
 

REGULAR COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2025 - 6:00 PM 

LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; COUNCIL CHAMBERS (MAIN LEVEL) 
 

Members: 
Council President: Mary Jo Fesenmaier 
Council Vice-President: Cindy Yager 

Alderpersons: Sherri Ames, Shari Straube, Linda Frame, Peg Esposito, Joel Hoiland, Cathy Stoodley 
 
Watch this meeting on the City of Lake Geneva's live stream: 
https://cityoflakegeneva.gov/319/City-Meetings-Video-Stream 

 
AGENDA 

 
 1.  Call to Order 
      
 2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
      
 3.  Roll Call 
      
 4.  Approval of the Committee of the Whole Minutes from January 6, 2025 
      
 5.  Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), except for public hearing items. 

Comments will be limited to 5 minutes. Be further advised that matters brought up at this time 
may be referred to the appropriate committee or individual for further discussion and 
consideration. 

      
 6.  Presentation: Historic Preservation Commission-Local Landmark Designation; Chris Brooks and 

Alderperson Peg Esposito 
      
 7.  STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS.  The following Aldermen will be given the 

opportunity to make announcements or reports at the meeting in regards to committee activities 
they have been involved in since the last meeting on behalf of the City, future activities and 
citizen contacts.  It is not contemplated that these matters will be discussed or acted on but 
referrals to the appropriate committees and/or individuals will be made. 

      
 a.  Finance, License, and Regulation Committee-Chair Ames 
      
 b.  Personnel Committee-Chair Yager 
      
 c.  Public Works Committee-Chair Fesenmaier 
      
 d.  Piers, Harbor, and Lakefront Committee-Chair Frame 
      
 8.  COMMITTEE, COMMISSION AND BOARD REPORTS.  The following committee 

representatives will be given the opportunity to make announcements or reports at the meeting in 
regards to committee activities they have been involved in since the last meeting on behalf of the 
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City, future activities and citizen contacts.  These matters will be required to be placed on the 
agenda to comply with Wis. Stats. 

      
 a.  Utility Commission-Fesenmaier and Stoodley 
      
 b.  Tree Board-Esposito 
      
 c.  Police and Fire Commission-Straube 
      
 d.  Plan Commission-Esposito 
      
 e.  Board of Park Commissioners-Yager 
      
 f.  Library Board-Ames 
      
 g.  Historic Preservation Commission-Esposito 
      
 h.  Avian Committee-Yager 
      
 i.  Tourism Commission-Fesenmaier and Stoodley 
      
 j.  Cemetery Board-Frame and Stoodley 
      
 9.  COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON OTHER BOARDS AND 

COMMITTEES. The following committee representatives will be given the opportunity to make 
announcements or reports at the meeting in regards to committee activities they have been 
involved in since the last meeting on behalf of the City, future activities and citizen contacts. 
 These matters will be required to be placed on the agenda to comply with Wis. Stats. 
 
*No meeting or materials posted on the City website. 

      
 a.  *VISIT Lake Geneva-Yager 
      
 b.  *Geneva Lake Museum-Hoiland 
      
 c.  *Lake Geneva Economic Development Corporation-Hoiland and Yager 
      
 d.  Geneva Lake Environmental Agency-Fesenmaier 
      
 e.  *Geneva Lakes Family YMCA-Straube 
      
 f.  *Geneva Lake Use-Frame 
      
 g.  Business Improvement District-Ames 
      
 h.  *Geneva Lake Law Enforcement Agency-Mayor Krause 
      
 10.  Adjournment 
      
 

A quorum of the Council may be present; however, no official Council action will be taken. 
 

Requests from persons with disabilities who need assistance to participate in this meeting should be made to the City Clerk’s 
office in advance so that the appropriate accommodations can be made. 
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CITY OF LAKE GENEVA REGULAR  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES 
MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2025 - 6:00 PM 
LAKE GENEVA CITY HALL; COUNCIL CHAMBERS (MAIN LEVEL) 
 
Members: Council President: Mary Jo Fesenmaier 
Council Vice-President: Cindy Yager 
Alderpersons: Sherri Ames, Shari Straube, Linda Frame, Peg Esposito, Joel Hoiland, Cathy Stoodley 
 
 
  
Call to order 
Council President Fesenmaier called the meeting to order at 6:00pm 
  
Pledge of Allegiance 
  
Roll Call 
Present: Fesenmaier, Yager, Ames, Straube, Frame, Esposito, Hoiland, and Stoodley 
Absent: None 
  
Approval of the Committee of the Whole Minutes from December 2, 2024 
Motion by Ames to approve, second by Stoodley. 
No discussion. Motion carried 8-0 on a voice vote.  
  
Comments from the public as allowed by Wis. Stats. §19.84(2), except for public hearing items. Comments 
will be limited to 5 minutes. Be further advised that matters brought up at this time may be referred to the 
appropriate committee or individual for further discussion and consideration. 
Kate Meyer, 101 Broad St; spoke in opposition to the pier replacement project in the Lagoon, and spoke on other 
options discussed including an open water pier system on the lake. 
  
Presentation: Introduction to Forbeck Foundation & Update on Half Marathon; Jamie Forbeck Collins, 
Executive Director and Steve Bingham-Hawk, Event Management Director 
 
Jamie Forbeck Collins and Steve Bingham-Hawk presented on history of the Forbeck Foundation and the pending 
5k and 1/2 Marathon planned for June 2025.  
  
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS.  The following Aldermen will be given the opportunity to make 
announcements or reports at the meeting in regards to committee activities they have been involved in since 
the last meeting on behalf of the City, future activities and citizen contacts.  It is not contemplated that these 
matters will be discussed or acted on but referrals to the appropriate committees and/or individuals will be 
made. 
  
Finance, License, and Regulation Committee-Chair Ames 
Alderperson Ames reported on recent Committee topics of discussion including the Church Placard Parking 
program, the lagoon seawall project, the Gage Marine contract for pier maintenance, updates to the fee schedule, 
and pre paid and regular checks. 
  
Personnel Committee-Chair Yager 
Alderperson Yager reported that the City Administrator search is continuing. 
 
Mayor Krause spoke on further on the Administrator search and that a new timeline will be provided.  
  
Public Works Committee-Chair Fesenmaier 
Alderperson Fesenmaier reported the flashing beacons on Main St have been installed; upcoming work includes 
street, sidewalk, and ramp replacement projects.  
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Piers, Harbor, and Lakefront Committee-Chair Frame 
Alderperson Frame reported on recent Committee action including the pier replacement project options, dredging 
& seawall repair project updates, and the fee schedule.  
  
COMMITTEE, COMMISSION AND BOARD REPORTS.  The following committee representatives will be 
given the opportunity to make announcements or reports at the meeting in regards to committee activities 
they have been involved in since the last meeting on behalf of the City, future activities and citizen 
contacts.  These matters will be required to be placed on the agenda to comply with Wis. Stats. 
  
Utility Commission-Fesenmaier and Stoodley 
Alderperson Fesenmaier spoke on the lift station and White River culvert replacement projects.  
  
Tree Board-Esposito 
Alderperson Esposito spoke on spongy moth abatement, the budget, Park Director position, the downtown holiday 
lights, and tree parade at the Museum. 
 
Discussion followed on mature tree removal in Maple Park and downtown. 
  
Police and Fire Commission-Straube 
No report given. 
  
Plan Commission-Esposito 
No Plan Commission meeting has taken place since last Council meeting, no report given.  
  
Board of Park Commissioners-Yager 
Alderperson Yager reported that potential Veterans Park playground designs will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
  
Library Board-Ames 
Alderperson Ames spoke on upcoming Library events and projects including book lockers, pop up libraries at 
Piggly Wiggly & YMCA, the 130th anniversary celebration, and various other programs throughout the year. 
  
Historic Preservation Commission-Esposito 
Alderperson Esposito reported on recent Commission activities including a local Historic Landmark designation 
program, a grant for a study on local homes, work on the Old Mill pond signage with the Beautification 
Committee, and restoration project for the Three Graces Statue. 
  
Avian Committee-Yager 
Alderperson Yager reported that the Committee has secured a speaker for a World Migratory Bird Day event at the 
Library; World Migratory Bird day is May 17, 2025.  
  
Tourism Commission-Fesenmaier and Stoodley 
Alderperson Fesenmaier spoke on recent grant recipients, the hotel listings that grant recipients are required to use 
in their marketing materials, and updates to the grant application and evaluation form. 
  
Cemetery Board-Frame 
Alderperson Stoodley spoke on pricing updates, grave reclamation, paving projects on the roads, and internet 
service at the Cemetery building.  
  
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES SERVING ON OTHER BOARDS AND COMMITTEES. The following 
committee representatives will be given the opportunity to make announcements or reports at the meeting in 
regards to committee activities they have been involved in since the last meeting on behalf of the City, future 
activities and citizen contacts.  These matters will be required to be placed on the agenda to comply with 
Wis. Stats. 
 
*No meeting or materials posted on the City website. 
  
*VISIT Lake Geneva-Yager 
Alderperson Yager spoke about planned Winterfest Activities. 
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*Geneva Lake Museum-Hoiland 
Alderperson Hoiland reported that the parade of trees has concluded and that attendance information and winners 
will be available after the Board's next meeting.  
  
Lake Geneva Economic Development Corporation-Hoiland and Yager 
Alderperson Hoiland reported that the Corporation met in December and closed the last plot in the business park, 
which will accommodate the Mashtun Brewery expansion and that a spa will be opening in the business park. The 
Corporation continues to look for more land for future projects, and all officers were reelected at the most recent 
meeting.  
  
*Geneva Lake Environmental Agency-Fesenmaier 
There was no December meeting; no report given. Alderpserson Fesenmaier will check into the Agency's opinion 
on piers being reinstalled into the Lagoon.  
  
*Geneva Lakes Family YMCA-Straube 
Alderperson Straube reported that she has bee unable to attend these meetings as they are on the same day and time 
as the Police and Fire Commission.  
  
*Geneva Lake Use-Frame 
No meeting; no report given.  
  
Business Improvement District-Ames 
Alderperson Ames reported upcoming topics and events include the election of officers, an indoor sidewalk sale 
planned for this weekend, emergency contact plan in case the director is unavailable. Ames will bring up the Tree 
Board's concerns about the lights on downtown trees. 
  
*Geneva Lake Law Enforcement Agency-Mayor Krause 
Mayor Krause reported the Agency will not meet until spring.  
  
  
Adjournment 
Motion by Ames to adjourn, second by Hoiland. 
No discussion. Motion carried 8-0 on a voice vote 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm. 
 
These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Committee. 
 
Vanessa Jahns 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
  
  
 

Page 5 of 39



DESIGNATING a HISTORIC LANDMARK in the City of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 

APPLICATION and SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

Any person, group, or association may request historic landmark designation for any site or 
structure which is located within the corporate limits of Lake Geneva which complies with the 
criteria for this designation. This packet contains the application and the procedure an applicant 
will need to follow.  

You, the applicant, will need to complete the application using the Practical Guide (available 
separately) as needed. You may also contact a member of the Lake Geneva Historic Preservation 
Commission (LGHPC) for help.  

The LGHPC will review the application and contact you with a date for the public hearing. The public 
hearing is held during one of the LGHPC meetings, which are held the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm at Lake Geneva City Hall.    

Before the date of the public hearing, the applicant will have the following responsibilities:  

No less than fifteen days prior to the hearing,  

• File a Legal Notice, using the form on the next page, with the Lake Geneva Regional News 
15 to 30 days prior to the date of the hearing. Contact the newspaper for publication 
deadlines.  

• Post a Sign on the property being considered. Signs are available at City Hall for a cost of 
$25 which is refundable on the return of the sign.   

• Send Letters of Notification by Certified Mail to the property owner(s) and the neighbors 
within 150 feet of the property lines. The certified letter should include a copy of the legal 
notice, and provide information about the property and the public hearing using this 
format: 

You will be responsible for the cost of this mailing and informing the LGHPC of the list of property 
owners to whom you are sending the certified letter. 

At the time of the Public Hearing, the applicant shall provide:  

1. All information required with the application via a verbal review. 

2. A visual presentation via power point or printed materials.  

3. Proposals for preservation and enhancement of the property, if any. 

A Public Hearing for the purpose of seeking Historic Landmark Designation for the property 
located at _______________________ in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin will be held at Lake Geneva City 
Hall, 626 Geneva Street on _______________(date)  at _______(time). For full information, 
including a legal description of the proposed property, contact Lake Geneva Historic 
Preservation Commission at  Ken@mccormacketten.com  
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Final Checklist: 

Is the application complete?  

Do I have maps, photographs, and supporting documents?  

Did I include the $25 application fee? 

Have I gotten the notification sign ($25, refundable)? 

Did I provide a list of adjacent property owners to the LGHPC? 

Have I sent my Certified Notification Letters? 

Did I send the legal notice to the newspaper? 

Public Hearing 

At the public hearing, the LGHPC will hear your presentation and make a recommendation to the 
City Council who will vote to approve or deny the application. If approved, congratulations! A notice 
will be sent to the property owner, the City Clerk, and recorded with the Country Register of Deeds. 

Note that an approved landmark is subject to the issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness for 
any and all alterations, construction, removal or demolition. 

 

LEGAL NOTICE  

BEFORE THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LAKE GENEVA  
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 

 
 _______________________________________________________             _____________________________ 

Applicant’s Name                                                 Assigned File #  

LEGAL NOTICE 

Notification is hereby given in compliance with the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin that a public hearing will be held before the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of 
Lake Geneva upon the application of  

_______________________________________  (Applicant’s name) relating to the following described real estate:          

commonly known as _________________________________ (Address of the property), Lake Geneva, Wisconsin.  

This application is filed for the purpose of seeking landmark designation. 

 A hearing on the said application will be held at 7:00 p.m. on (Date of hearing) , at the Lake Geneva City Hall, 
626 Geneva Street, at which time and place any person determining to be heard may be present. Complete 
information (including legal description) concerning this application may be obtained by contacting the LGHPC 
at Ken@mccormacketten.com  

 /s/ ___________, Chair 

 Historic Preservation Commission, City of Lake Geneva, WI. 

 TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE LAKE GENEVA REGIONAL NEWS ON _______________ (Date of Publication) 
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A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
FOR THE CITY OF LAKE GENEVA 

 
Written By: The Lake Geneva Historic Preservation Commission   
Date: December 2024 
 
Table of Contents Page  
            Page  
 1. Introduction          3  
 2. Preserving your Historic Home       4  
 3. Using Your Plat          6  
 4. A Trip to the Tax Office         7  
 5. Reading Old Newspapers         9  
 6. Don’t Be Afraid of the Cemetery              10  
 7. Preparing the Application                11  
 8. The Presentation                12   
 9. Ordering the Plaque          13 
10. Conclusion          14  
 
Introduction  
 
Beginning the journey toward historic landmark designation for your house? Here is some help with 
the logistics of putting together the house history, the application, the presentation, etc. That is the 
main reason we spent the time putting together this guide to help owners of future historical homes 
easily get down the path toward historic landmark designation in Lake Geneva.  
Finding out about your home’s history is not a painstaking process, but an enlightening one much 
like a detective piecing together a mystery. Some people are left with excellent records from 
previous owners that will make this task easy, but for the sake of this guide, we are assuming all you 
must start with is the Plat of Survey.  
The benefits of historic landmark designation in Lake Geneva are twofold. The first is that the value 
of the home will increase. The second, but more important, is that your pride in the home will 
increase. The process of historic landmark designation is a labor of love that will take you on a 
historical journey, build pride in your house, and educate you in the history of our town. Embrace it 
and good luck!  
 
Preserving your Historic Home 
 
The most important character-defining feature on any historic building is its public face — the one 
facing the street. This façade contains the architectural details, porches, windows and doors that 
especially define the building’s style and character. Therefore, historic preservation emphasizes 
maintaining the essential character of a building on its front face and readily visible side elevations.  
When you are planning rehabilitation projects, you should use materials and designs that are 
consistent with the style and character of your house or building. Any future buyer will be drawn to 
the historic quality of your building, just as you were. Any exterior changes you propose for your 
property may be subject to review by the Lake Geneva Historic Preservation Commission. Design 
review will be primarily concerned with preserving your building’s essential qualities and the overall 
appearance of the streetscape. The LGHPC will focus on the “public” space of your property — the 
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front and readily visible side elevations. Rear elevations are generally considered to be “private” 
space and are reviewed with greater flexibility. The review board will not require any review of a 
proposed interior renovation unless it has some visual effect on the exterior of your building.  
There is also eligibility for tax credits. If you are seeking state or federal historic tax credits for your 
project, you should contact the Wisconsin Historical Society for more information on that 
application and review process. Tax credit review allows a great deal of flexibility for interior 
renovations, but you may be required to preserve certain interior character defining features such 
as staircases, pressed metal ceilings and original plaster walls.  
Some common renovation projects that can recover lost historic character include the following: 
● Removing the metal panels (slipcover) from the exterior of your building. 
● Installing wood shingles on your roof. 
● Revealing the original hardwood or linoleum floors that are covered with carpeting. 
● Removing added partition walls and restoring the room to its original size. 
● Restoring an enclosed fireplace. 
● Removing a dropped ceiling to expose the original ceiling above. 

 
Using Your Plat 
 
Remember back to the closing of your house? Remember the huge stack of papers you received in 
that monster envelope? Among those papers you should find a document called a Plat of Survey. 
The plat shows the dimensions of your property, where the house sits in relation to that property, 
and a verbal description of your property. The verbal description of your property will be the starting 
point of your quest.  
You can obtain three important pieces of information from that paragraph: the name of the original 
parcel of land (i.e. Original Plat), the block number, and the lot number. This information is crucial 
to the next step in the journey. 
 
A Trip to the Tax Office  
 
The next step is to head over to the Walworth County Government Center, at 100 W Walworth Street 
in Elkhorn. You will want to bring with you something to write with, paper, and your three pieces of 
information from the plat. The goal is to go through the tax records and find out who paid the taxes 
on your lot and how much they paid.  
You want to record the total taxes paid and who paid them. You can continue looking for the 
taxpayer each year and from this information, you can get a year-by-year listing of who owned the 
home. Use this information to compile your house history later. This information will be valuable in 
the next step.  
 
Reading Old Newspapers  
 
Now that you are armed with the year the house was built and the succession of owners’ names, 
you are ready to spend some evenings in the Lake Geneva Public Library and/or Newspapers.com.  
Start looking six months prior to the year you think the house was built. You may see some 
preliminary reports on material delivery or groundbreaking. Keep in mind that back in those days 
building a house took a long period of time - almost a full year in some cases and was big news. 
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When you find reference to the original owner moving in or finishing building their house, save that 
page.  
Make sure to circle the reference and write the page number and issue date on it as well. This page 
will be included with your application as proof of the year the house was built.  
 
Don’t Be Afraid of the Cemetery  
 
You have verified your build year. You now need to fill in the history of the previous owners. The best 
way is to talk to them directly or contact their relatives if you can find them to create this history. If 
that fails, your next stop is a cemetery. Lake Geneva has three old cemeteries. Oak Hill Cemetery is 
the biggest of the three and is one of the most scenic and peaceful places in Lake Geneva. Pioneer 
Cemetery is smaller but has many old Lake Geneva residents residing in it. There is also Saint 
Francis Cemetery on Highway 50.  
The main purpose of this trip is to find the grave sites of the previous owners so you can get the 
years that they passed away. Utilizing the years these people died gives you the ability to go to find 
these individuals’ obituaries. Hopefully, you will be able to find them, but if you are unsuccessful, 
the next stop is the Walworth County Genealogical Society website (https://walworthcgs.com/).  
Go to the website and choose indices. Then select the index for obituaries. Obituaries are an 
unbelievable record of a person’s life - from birth through time. Obituaries are an excellent source 
of history. You can now write the history of the house and the people who lived there.  
 
Preparing the Application  
 
Successfully armed with the house history, you are ready to begin filling out the Landmark 
Designation application. The first couple of pages of the application provide the rules. Page 3 
begins the written part of the application.  
The toughest part of the application is putting together the list of significant architectural features. 
Once the list is created and written, attach it to the application along with a copy of the plat of 
survey, the copy of the newspaper page showing the year it was built (or any other proof you may 
have), and a copy of your last tax statement. Drop the application and a check for $25.00 (made out 
to the City of Lake Geneva Historic Preservation Commission) off at City Hall. Per the rules, the 
LGHPC will contact you with what needs to be done next. They will schedule when you appear 
before the Lake Geneva Historic Preservation Commission to give your presentation (discussed in 
the next section).  
About 15 days before that date, the home/property owner must send by mail the legal notice 
announcing the hearing for historical designation to all your neighbors within 150 feet of your 
property. The legal notice includes the description of the property and is provided to you by the 
LGHPC. This notice also must run in the Lake Geneva Regional News once. Once this is 
accomplished, you can pick up the sign to be posted in front of your house and complete the 
affidavit. The affidavit can be notarized right there at city hall. You will need to provide a deposit of 
$25.00 for use of the sign that is fully reimbursable when you return the sign on the night of the 
hearing.  
 
The Presentation  
 
The big day is getting close, and you want to prepare for the final phase of the process. The 
presentation for the Historic Preservation Commission should be between 15 and 30 minutes. You 
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need to at least take a pictorial tour around the outside of the house describing the architectural 
nuances. Another nice touch is to describe the history of the house and the succession of owners, 
but again this is not required.  
Once the presentation is over, members of the Commission will discuss your house with you and 
ask questions. They will then vote on recommending your house for historical landmark designation 
to the City Council.  
After this meeting is over, the LGHPC will contact you with the date this issue will be decided by the 
City Council. This step is just a formality. You need to come to that meeting, and when your agenda 
item comes up, you need to answer whatever questions the members of the City Council have. 
They will have your application and the recommendation of the Commission, so this will only take a 
few minutes before they vote.  
 
Congratulations! You will receive a plaque.   
 
When you are at this step, you now own a Local Landmarked historical house or site, which now 
needs to have a plaque displayed. The cost of the plaque is covered by the Lake Geneva Historic 
Preservation Commission.  
It takes about 4 weeks to get the plaque. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Congratulations! You are now the proud owner of a Lake Geneva historical landmark. The plaque is 
displayed on your house, and you have a new source of house pride.  
Your job now is to help others with this process and promote the heritage of Lake Geneva. We hope 
this guide helped you achieve historic landmark designation and made the journey one of 
enlightenment.  
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